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The Fisher model 400 Multiplex stereo receiver is the very last vacuum tube receiver
Fisher made. Originally released just after the 500-C/800-C (around 1964 or so), it is the
only Fisher receiver that utilizes the 7868 output tube, and is capable of approx. 25 watts
RMS per channel. Basically a scaled down version of the 500-C, the 400 is considered a
fine instrument and is the favorite of many listeners/collectors.

Two versions of this receiver were produced, the later version having one additional I.F.
stage in the tuner section. The two audio amplifier phase inverter controls are located on
the underside of the unit, requiring removal of the bottom cover for alignment. The unit
employs a tuning “eye” (EM-84 vacuum tube) for FM reception, and while this indicator
will signal the presence of a stereo broadcast, the unit will NOT automatically switch
from stereo to mono. If necessary, the unit must be switched to mono manually. PLEASE
NOTE THIS DOCUMENT IS ONLY FOR UNITS BEARING SERIAL NUMBERS
OF 30,000 AND OVER. Earlier units are covered in a separate document.

The 400 receiver at this point in time requires some much needed upgrading, as well as
several changes to achieve both reliability and top quality audio performance. The unit in
its original form does not conform to many standards, and therefore falls short of its
actual potential. The reasons for some of these problem areas such as the incorrect FM
De-Emphasis (time constant) in both mono and stereo are unknown. The excessive De-
Emphasis found in many tube Fisher tuners and receivers is possibly due to the desire for
a more softer or subtle sound. Other items such as selenium bias rectitfiers were an only
option 35+ years ago. however, today these are simply outdated, aged, and unreliable
devices. These are only some of the areas that must be altered and upgraded. to allow this
great instrument to perform like it never has, and with a degree of reliability never before
attainable.

We must remember, as a former Fisher design engineer once told me, “In those days,
stereo was brand new. We didn’t know what to expect - record companies and radio
stations were doing their own things. and almost everything we did was new to all of us.”

Today, we have the advantage of hindsight and many, many years of experience and
understanding of FM Multiplex Broadcasting. This understanding will allow us to make
your 400 receiver even better!





